	#1 11/29: Read Jeremiah 33:14-16

Today we light the first Advent candle, which represents Jesus coming as the Light of the World.  Create an Advent wreath (or gather 5 candles) to use throughout this season,

 and light the first candle.

	#3  12/1: Read Isaiah 60:1-3

Spend time listing several of the many things you have been given by God.  Spend time in prayer thanking him for his blessings.

	#5  12/3:  Read Isaiah 58:6-9a

This year, Grace Covenant Church is taking an offering for food for drought stricken Sudan.  Talk about/reflect on contributing to this and other practical ways you can help feed the hungry.

	#7  12/5:  Read 1 John 3:1-2

This week the focus has been on Jesus as Light of the World.  Turn off all the lights in the room, close the shades and light the first candle.  Thank God for coming as a light to a dark world.

	#9  12/7: Read Isaiah 40:1-5

We have a great hope in Christ coming again!  List some of the promises that God has given us and thank him for them.

	#11  12/9:  Read Luke 3:10-14

John the Baptist says that if you have two coats (some translations say “shirts”), you should share with someone who has none. Chicago is colder than the region around the Jordan!...but, how many coats do you have?  Is it too many?

	#13  12/11:  Read Micah 6:6-8

Pray for missionaries and others who will be away from families and friends 
this Christmas season. 

	#15  12/13: Read Micah 5:2-5a

Today we light the third Advent candle, which represents our joy at the coming of Christ.  Light the first three candles.  Reflect on/Share something you learned in worship today.

	#17  12/15: Read Isaiah 7:10-14

Immanuel means “God with us.”  Jesus became human and built a relationship with people! Do one extra thing (clean up your brother’s room, brush snow off a neighbor’s car) that helps build relationships.  Write down (draw) what that one thing will be and do it this week.

	#19  12/17:  Read Isaiah 40:10-11

“The best gifts celebrate a relationship.”  Think about the people you are buying presents for.  Pray for those people and your relationships.



	#21  12/19:  Read Luke 1:1-25

Pick a favorite Christmas carol and sing it together/meditate on the words.  
Talk about what the words mean.

	#23  12/21: Read Luke 1:26-38

If you have a crèche (nativity scene), take it out and look at it.  
What would it have been like to be in that dirty stable that night?  
What do you think the different people involved were thinking?

	#25  12/23:  Read Luke 1:57-80

“God so loved the world that he sent his only Son.”  Think about something practical you could do on Christmas or soon after to show God’s love to the world.  Could you serve in a ministry to the hungry or homeless, visit a shut-in, welcome someone over to dinner…?

	#27  12/25:  Read Luke 2:1-20

Today we light all four Advent candles and the Christ candle, which represents Christ’s presence in our lives and the world.  Light all five candles.  Talk about ways you will try to follow Jesus this year.

	#2 11/30: Read Isaiah 1:16-18

There are many people that do not have support or care from families and friends.  Can you think of types of people who are powerless and often alone (widows, orphans…)?  
Pray for them.

	#4  12/2:  Read Psalm 43:3-5

Share with each other/reflect on how you worship God.  How do you connect with God at church?  On your own?  Sing a favorite song or do another spiritual practice.

	#6  12/4:  Read 1 John 2:8-11

Make a card for someone you care about and deliver or mail it.

	#8  12/6: Read Malachi 2:17-3:4
Today we light the second Advent candle, which represents the hope we have in Christ.  Light the first two candles.  Reflect on/Share something you learned in worship today.

	#10  12/8: Read Revelation 1:7-8

What do you want for Christmas?  Look at your Christmas list (or think about it).  
Why did you ask for the items on it?  
Were you affected by anything that made you ask for it (commercials, a need, friends, style)?

	#12  12/10:  Read Hosea 11:3-4

On a piece of paper, list (or draw, for the little ones) people who have cared for you this past year.  Next time you see them, thank them and give them a hug.

	#14  12/12:  Read Psalm 130

Today or tomorrow take a walk through your neighborhood.  
Thank God for the gift of creation.

	#16  12/14: Read Isaiah 9:6-7

Reflect on/Share a time when you experienced joy (were really happy!).  
Pray that this may be a season of joy for all.

	#18  12/16:  Read Isaiah 11:1-6

Learn more about a major conflict or war around the world by going online or reading the paper.  Pray for world peace.

	#20  12/18:  Read Isaiah 52:7

Think about someone you could share the meaning of Christmas with.  
Pray that God would provide opportunity for that to happen.

	#22  12/20: Read Zephaniah 3:14-20

Today we light the fourth Advent candle, which represents Christ as the Prince of Peace.  
Light the first four candles.  Reflect on/Share something you learned in worship today.

	#24  12/22: Read Luke 1:39-56

Follow Mary’s example and write a poem or song, draw a picture, take a photograph, or do something else to express yourself to God today.

	#26  12/24:  Read Matthew 1:18-25

Tonight we light all four Advent candles and the Christ candle, which represents Christ’s presence in our lives and the world.  Light all five candles.  Attend a worship service.  If you are unable, spend time in prayer and singing.

	


Advent Devotional 2009  

Grace Evangelical Covenant Church
Directions:

Cut the pages into strips on the lines provided.  Then form the strips into an interlocking paper chain.  Make sure to connect the strips in the order of the number on the strip (they are out of order so that colors can alternate on the chain).

The devotional can be used by individuals or groups (families).  If using it as a group, it is best to do the activities together.  Feel free to use this as a jumping off point or supplement to your devotional practices.  Since it is intergenerational, you may find some of the activities a little too “adult” for young children or too “child oriented” for some adults.  Of course, modify as needed!

You may want to have an advent wreath to use, as well as some writing/coloring supplies handy.  The devotions tend to focus both on the Advent themes and the ideas of Advent Conspiracy.

Advent Wreath:

You may wish to use an advent wreath or candles during the devotions.  Any group of five candles can be used, but traditionally an advent wreath is made of five colored candles and evergreens.  Four candles are equally spaced around a circular base which is covered with the evergreens.  In the middle is a larger white candle, called the Christ candle.  The outer candles are typically made of three purple candles representing royalty and the advent season and one rose colored candle representing joy (which is the third candle lit).  The base is a circle signifying the never ending love of God and the evergreens represent everlasting life.
What is Advent?

“Advent is a Latin word meaning ‘to come.’  As Christians, we remember the coming of God as a child, the coming of Christ into our lives, and the promise that Christ will come again.  We celebrate the birth of Christ on Christmas Day, but our preparation starts with Advent.  Advent is the first season of the Christian year.  It begins four Sundays before Christmas day.  It is a time of honoring God through prayer, reflecting on our relationship with Christ, and the manner in which we love our lives as Christ’s disciples.” (ECC resource)
Ideas and quotes from:  Advent Conspiracy: Can Christmas Still Change the World? Rick McKinley, Chris Seay and Greg Holder; Devotions for Advent, ECC resource, www.covchurch.org; “Celebrating Advent in the Home,” www.kingofpeace.org/resources/advent.pdf
